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Government and Industry are currently faced with increased costs to insure part reliability data is accurate and applicable for system applications. The erosion of market share for military and space parts over the last 10 years is forcing designers to utilize commercial parts for both heritage and new system applications. The paper will present an up-date of current thinking and issues discussed during industry surveys conducted this year. 

The Program Executive Office Tactical Missiles headquartered in Huntsville Alabama sponsored this effort. Jack Tucker chairman of the PEM's committee recognized the need to develop a data sharing concept to promote system reliability while reducing program costs for data acquisition. 

Data on PEM and COTS qualification, system specific testing, and obsolecence predictions were of special interest. Issues of data management systems and liability  concerns for users reporting reliability issues on components will be addressed.

Business  issues were examined to insure that a credible solution would be achieved, since no actions will result with out positive cost benefits. Data sharing is a business issue not a technical problem.

"We live in a worldof problems which can no longer be solved by the level of thinking that created them"……

Albert Einstein
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